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Project Recap
Since 2018, the Niiwin Wendaanimok Partnership has been working to secure the territorial interests of the Anishinaabeg of Wauzhushk
Onigum, Washagamis Bay, Shoal Lake 40, and Niisatchewan. This is the eighteenth newsletter produced since the formation of the Partnership.
The Partnership’s mandate has been focused on the twinning of Highway 17, which is proposed to be constructed over 3 Phases between the
Manitoba / Ontario border and Kenora (“the Project”). The Partnership has been working hard to understand and mitigate the impacts of the
Project and to secure opportunities for the four Nations.
The Harmonized Impact Assessment
(HIA), born out of last year’s Anishinaabe
Aki Kakendamowin (AAK), was brought
into ceremony in April 2021. You
can find it on our website at https://
niiwinwendaanimok.com/#hia including
an Executive Summary and Table of
Contents in Anishinaabemowin.

as well as the overall health of the lands,
skies, soils, and waters.

events this year. Find out more on Page
2.

The Partnership is currently in the
process of building this program and
recently hosted a training event for
those interested in becoming Guardians.
See more on Page 2!

During the AAK, the Elders noted the
importance of making sure the lands,
skies, soils, and water were being
protected and the promises being made
were kept. An Anishinaabe Guardians
Program was proposed to monitor how
the project is impacting the environment

2021 brought a return to a “new normal”
as our communities opened up from the
COVID-19 pandemic. While the world
is not out of the woods yet, we are
grateful that we were able to meet with
community members at ceremonies,
meetings, and recruitment and training

Community Navigators have been
brought on for each of the four Nations
to help connect interested workers
with employment and training on the
Twinning Project. There will be more
opportunities in the coming year as
construction begins.

#3
4 Treaty
Nations

Everyone at the Niiwin Wendaanimok
Partnership wishes you and your family
a wonderful holiday season and a happy
and healthy New Year.

2,275 community
members

Anishinaabe Guardians Program
The Niiwin Wendaanimok Partnership
is currently building an Anishinaabe
Guardians Program for community
members to learn on the land from the
Elders and monitor the environment of
the territory. Community Members will
protect their traditional territories by
enforcing the Manito Aki Inakonigaawin
and ensuring all mitigation measures
in the HIA are being followed when
construction begins.

A Guardians Training Event was held
November 19th and 20th, 2021!
Events included an introduction to the
Anishinaabe Guardians Program, an
Anishinaabemowin lesson with Elder
Eleanor Skead from Wauzhushk Onigum,
a knowledge-sharing session with Elders
from the four Nations, a walkabout of
the future construction site with Elder
George Kakeway, and a photography and
videography lesson with Narratives Inc.
Miigwetch to all of our participants for
joining us in this training, to our Elders

for sharing teachings, and to Washagamis
Bay for hosting!
If you missed this training event but
would like to learn more about the
Anishinaabe Guardians Program and
future opportunities, feel free to email
admin@niiwinwendaanimok.com or send
us a message on Facebook to see how
you can get involved!
Check out some of the photos they took
above!

Traditional Teachings
Hunting

The Anishinaabe Aki Kakendamowin (“AAK”) provides a valuable opportunity to safeguard
traditional knowledge for future generations. With education as a key principle of the MAI,
these newsletters include traditional teachings shared by community members during the
AAK. This month we would like to share some teachings on the practice of hunting.
Hunting is a traditional activity of the
Anishinaabeg that has been practiced from
time immemorial and into the present day.
Community members identified hunting
as a critical part of their wellbeing, as
it provides a source of sustenance and
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livelihood, goods for everyday use, and
acts as a tool for cultural education
and teachings. Hunting also offers an
opportunity to connect with the land,
which is an integral part of Anishinaabe
wellbeing.

Manito Aki Inakonigaawin
Our Teachings, Our Protocol
“At the end of each year, we think on the
progress,successes,and learning opportunities
of our efforts. Two key components of the
Manito Aki Inakonigaawin come to mindBebekaa and Weweni. Take your time and do
it right. Relationship-building takes time. We
have seen the success of the Twinning Project
so far because of all the time that our Chiefs,
leaders, and Technical Team have put into
doing things in the right way.
One example is our ceremonial protocols. A
ceremony was held on December 1, 2021 at
a rock quarry along highway 17 to honour

those that will be displaced by the twinning of
the highway: the spirits of the asiniig (rocks),
the animals that crawl, that fly, that live in
the ground, and the little people that live in
the rocks. Elder George Kakeway opened the
ceremony with the Fours Directions Prayer.
Elder Stanley Skead led a Pipe Ceremony
to honour the Manito Aki Inakonigaawin
Law and led a Healing drum song to honour
those spirits and ask for forgiveness. Tobacco
and sage were burned as well as offerings of
fruit and candy. Coins were presented as gifts
to the little people of the rocks. We do these
things as we have always done and will

continue to do. The ceremony was completed
with a Travelling song to wish safe travels to
all of those who will be travelling the new
highway.
Our ceremonial protocols have been and
will continue to be an important part of
this project. We will continue to educate the
public, government agencies, and industry
about our culture and practices at every
opportunity.”
- George Kakeway, Protocol Advisor

Crushing and Gravel Signed in Ceremony
The Minister of Transportation of Ontario,
Caroline Mulroney, as well as Greg Rickford,
Minister of Indigenous Affairs and Minister
of Northern Development, Mines, Natural
Resources and Forestry met with the Board
of Directors and representatives from the
four Nations November 19th, 2021 at the

Wauzhushk Onigum Roundhouse. The
Ministers and the NWP met to sign a contract
for gravel crushing work. The contract
involves supply and stockpile of gravel for
use in the Project. This is an important step
in order for construction to begin in 2022!
The signing of the contract was marked

with ceremonial drumming, presentation of
gifts, and feasting in the Roundhouse. This
signing is a crucial milestone, building on
the hard work that has been completed at
the negotiation table and the knowledge
gathered by community members.

To learn more about the Niiwin Wendaanimok Partnership and the Highway 17 Twinning Project, please visit www.niiwinwendaanimok.com
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The Niiwin Wendaanimok in Action
Here are a few of the activities and meetings conducted since the middle of November.

Nov

09

Recruitment Fair
in Niisaachewan

Nov

Nov

18

Nov

Board Meeting

24

Nov

Granular Crushing
Contract Signing
Ceremony

Nov

NWP Staff Pandemic
Response Training

19

26-27

Board Meeting

Follow us on

Facebook!

19-20

Nov

01

03

Anishinaabe Guardiants
Training Event

Dec

Dec

Rock Ceremony
and Fall Feast

22

Tech Team
Meeting

Board Meeting

Be sure to follow our page for updates, current
news on the project, upcoming events and
contests, and chance to give your feedback.

Community Coordinators
Shoal Lake 40

Wauzhushk Onigum

Niisaachewan

Washagamis Bay

CASSANDRA REDSKY
(807)464-5762
cassandraredsky@outlook.com

TERRY SKEAD
(807)407-5603
tjskead@hotmail.com

BERNICE MAJOR
(807) 407-5686
bmajor@niisaachewan.ca

KRIS CHARTRAND
(807)543-6747
kristopher.chartrand@wbfn.ca

The Niiwin Wendaanimok Community Coordinators are responsible for setting up meetings and managing logistics
in each community. If you’d like to contribute to the project or know a friend of family member who might (including
catering or assisting with distributing fliers or other support), please give your Community Coordinator a call!
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