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Phase 2 of the Project

Since 2018, the Niiwin Wendaanimok 
Partnership has been working to 
seccure the territorial interests of the 
Anishinaabeg of Wauzhushk Onigum, 
Washagamis Bay, Shoal Lake 40, and 
Niisaachewan. Their mandate has been 
focused on the twinning of Highway 
17, which is proposed to be constructed 
over 3 Phases between the Manitoba/
Ontario border and Kenora (“the 
Project”). The Partnership is working hard 
to understand and mitigate the impacts 
of the Project and to secure economic 
opportunities for the four Nations. This 
is the ninth newsletter produced since 
the formation of the Partnership. Stay 
tuned for future issues where we will 
provide regular updates as the Project 
progresses. 

2020 saw the completion of Phase 1 
of the Anishinaabe Aki Kakendamowin 
(AAK), the documentation of the 
knowledge and practices associated with 
the care and protection for the lands, 
skies, soils, and waters. This knowledge 
has been used to identify and assess 
potential impacts of Phase 1 of the 
Project through the Harmonized Impact 
Assessment (HIA). The HIA was brought 
into ceremony in the summer of 2020.

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, we 
have been continuing the AAK to inform 
planning on Phase 2 of the Project. 
Please see pages 2 and 3 for featured 
information on Phase 2.
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Phase 2 of 
the Project 
The Highway 17 Twinning Project is 
proposed to move forward in three 
phases between the Manitoba/Ontario 
border and the western extent of Kenora. 
The work that has informed the HIA, 
which went into ceremony last year, was 
about Phase 1 of the Project. Phase 1 
extends 6.5 km between the Manitoba/
Ontario border and Highway 673 (Shoal 
Lake Road). In the coming months, 
together the Partnership and MTO will 
begin to plan for Phase 2, which will 
extend 8.5 km from Highway 673 to 
Rush Bay Road. 

This map highlights the general area 
whithin which current designs being 
considered for Phase 2 could fall.

We are looking forward to finalizing our 
discussions with MTO on Phase 1 of the 
Twinning Project. As we transition to 
Phase 2, there are a number of activities 
you can expect to see happening in 
2021.

Over the next few months, we will 
be asking for your input to continue 
building our database for labour and 
equipment. Please participate in these 
sessions if you are interested in the 
construction opportunities!

The HIA document was brought 
into ceremony in each of the four 
communities and endorsed in summer 
2020. This document will be shared 
with MTO in the next several weeks 
and a ceremony will be organized for 
this purpose – something that is COVID-
conscious for everyone’s safety. 

We have already started work on Phase 
2 of the Twinning Project. The team has 
conducted boat trips with community 
members to continue to document 
stories about the lands, waters, soils, 
and skies, and has been conducting 
virtual interviews to gather additional 
knowledge. 

During the months of March and April, 
we will set up community meetings to 
take a closer look at the cooridor for 
Phase 2 where the road might go. This 
will allow us to better plan and inform 
the road options for this Phase. Also in 
summer, there will be a ground-breaking 
ceremony to start Phase 1 construction, 
as well as additional ceremonies as we 
continue to work through Phase 2 of the 
HIA. 
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What to Expect This Year 

Traditional Teachings
Giizhik (Cedar)

Ceremonies are essential at every stage 
of traditional planning under the MAI. 
During the Visioning Phase, ceremonies 
are used to help carefully consider 
missions and visions for the Project 
so decisive actions can be undertaken 
quickly when needed. Ceremonial 
practices during surveying the land 
help keep values like stewardship at the 
forefront of decision making. Ceremonies 
honour the spirits that may be impacted 
by construction activities and ensure 
actions are not taken lightly. Ceremonies 
are also used to celebrate what has been 
done or at important milestones in the 
process. Ceremony is significant because 
it represents the implementation of the 
Resource Law – in order to implement the 

Law, the customary process and protocols 
must be adhered to. One reason why 
ceremony is so critical to our protocol is 
that for many years, we were not allowed 
to conduct our traditional ways. Each act 
of opening prayer in a meeting, drum 
circle, giving tobacco or smudging is an 
act of decolonization. We continue our 
work with the principles of Weweni (Take 
our time) invoking guidance from all 
our sacred lodges, pipes, drums, songs, 
traditional law, and ceremonies, as well 
as Kegogtachken (Don’t be afraid). We 
have been taught to be afraid to practice 
our traditional ceremonies and to use 
our language. We will not be afraid of 
implementing our laws and principles.

Here are a few of the activities 
and meetings conducted since 
the beginning of December 2020.

The Niiwin 
Wendaanimok 
in Action

The Niiwin Wendaanimok now 
has a website! Check out the URL 
www.niiwinwendaanimok.com
to learn more about the Partnership, 
the project, the team working behind 
the scenes, and the principles that 
guide the process, as well as job 
opportunities and how you can get 
involved!  Our Facebook page will 
remain the place for quick updates 
and interactions. Please follow 
us on Facebook for current news! 

Website 
Launch!

Manito Aki Inakonigaawin
Our Teachings, Our Protocol

In light of the current public health crisis, 
we thought it would be timely to share 
knowledge on a traditional medicine. For 
this month’s newsletter, we would like to 
highlight teachings from the AAK on the 
importance of giizhik (cedar). 

Giizhik has many uses. It is used for 
purification in ceremony and to provide 
healing of the body and spirit. When 
prepared properly, giizhik can be used 
to treat various ailments like colds and 
stomach cramps. 

Giizhik is particularly important in Sweat 
Lodge Ceremonies. It can be used to make 
tea or added to the sacred fire, producing 
a crackling sound that is said to call the 

attention of the spirits to the ceremony. 
When someone passes away, giizhik is used 
during the burial and funeral of the person.

Giizhik is one of the four sacred 
mashkikiwan (medicines) in Anishinaabe 
tradition. Mashkiki (medicine) means 
“strength from the earth”, as it is using 
the plant life that Aki (Earth) has created 
to build strength in the living beings that 
consume them. Mashkikiwan like giizhik 
build the foundation of healing for the 
Anishinaabeg. They are used during 
ceremonies and in everyday life and are a 
fundamental component of Anishinaabe 
wellbeing.
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Are you skilled in construction? Do you own 
or operate any construction equipment? Do 
you own your own business? Do you cook or 
provide  services related to transportation or the 
environment? Are you trained in a specialty like 
HR or accounting?

The Partnership is continuing to gather 
information on human assets, equipment, and 
resources to create a Resource Inventory. This will 
be critical in being able to contact businesses and 
workers when their equipment or services are 
needed. Please register your business, equipment 
or employment information below so we can get 
in touch with you for contracts for Phase 1.

If you have equipment or skills that could be 
useful to the project, please register online at 
www.niiwinwendaanimok.com. 

The Niiwin Wendaanimok Community Coordinators are responsible for setting up meetings and managing logistics 
in each community. If you’d like to contribute to the project or know a friend of family member who might (including 

catering or assisting with distributing fliers or other support), please give your Community Coordinator a call!

Community Coordinators 

Resource Inventory
Gathering Community Assets

Shoal Lake 40

CASSANDRA REDSKY 
(807)464-5762

cassandraredsky@outlook.com

DAVY REDSKY 
(204)914-3035

davyredsky37@gmail.com

Wauzhushk Onigum
TERRY SKEAD 

tjskead@hotmail.com 
(807)407-5603

Niisaachewan
BERNICE MAJOR 

bmajor@niisaachewan.ca 
(807) 548-5876

Washagamis Bay
MARVIN SINCLAIR 

mjpsinclair@gmail.com 
(705) 255-7840
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